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Introduction

This series deals with a grid — a basic tool cryptographers use to
separate sequences of data into columns and rows. It is very com-
mon and appears in substitution ciphers like Vigenére cipher or
Playfair cipher or in transposition ciphers like columnar transposi-
tion, route cipher, grille cipher or in ciphers that use both substitu-
tion and transposition like ADFGVX.

The purpose of the grid is to give a plaintext, ciphertext, or a key
some structure so that the encryption/decryption process can be
done more systematically.

MysteryTwister C2

Author: Viktor Veselovsky THE CRYPTO CHALLENGE CONTEST

2/6



Challenge (1/2)

The process of solving this challenge is similar to attacking the
route cipher where the attacker has to identify the secret pattern
inside the grid that has been used for encryption.

Start by looking at the first image — which should be self-explanatory
and should give you enough hints to find the right route in order to
reveal the plaintext of the second image.
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Challenge (2/2)

To solve this challenge you may either need to print the second
image and use a pen or need to open it in an image editor and use
a brush tool. The two images can also be found in the attached
zip file.

The solution consists of the plaintext of the second image.
Please enter the solution in capital letters without spaces between
the words.

For further information on the route cipher see: https://en.
wikipedia.org/wiki/Transposition_cipher#Route_cipher.
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